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secret from the French, was due to the daring and energy of
Shirley, the Massachusetts Governor, with the permission and
cooperation of the English Government.

The attack was so unexpected that in spite of the enormous
strength of the fortifications, the English troops were landed
in a good position for the assault of the town, without loss,
and the guns of the fleet which had got within range of the
walls and batteries cannonaded them with crushing effect.
Luck was on the side of the besiegers. Commodore Warren
had the good fortune to capture the Vigilant, a French ship,
bringing in supplies urgently wanted for victualling the
garrison.

The New England Volunteers, handy with spade and
shovel, threw up earthworks nearer and nearer to the city
walls as each night passed, and mounted heavy guns, which
sent a ceaseless storm of shot and shell into the city. The
French garrison made a brave defence, but with walls
crumbling around them, with many of their batteries silenced,
and with a dangerous shortage of provisions, their fate was
sealed, and recognising the inevitable, the white flag was run
up, and Louisbourg, * the impregnable, surrendered to William
Pepperell and his sturdy New Englanders.

Upon the evening of the capitulation, the English victors
gave a banquet to the French officers, and clinked glasses
together as brave enemies who admired each other's courage.
The non-combatants, five thousand men, women, and children,
were sent to France, where the dismay and anger for the
deadly blow against its Canadian dominion had already
preceded them.

At this time, however, the English people at home were
utterly weary of the Seven Years7 War in Europe, in which
they had suffered severe losses hi men and money with no
advantage to the nation, and they were eager for peace at any
price with their old enemy of France, who in Europe at least
had proved victorious. The Jacobite rebellion for the young
Pretender had alarmecl the Government of King George,